






































































































































































Drain Lake Project 
THOMASIN SLEIGH 

Amy Howden-Chapman is an excellent writer. She completed 
an MA in Creative Writing in Wellington before moving on to her 
current studies in Visual Arts at the California Institute of Arts. Her 
practice is diverse—employing performance, painting, sculpture 
and installation—but language is always there, ghosting the 
edges of her physical objects. Often the words are present, in the 
form of speech or writing, but even when they are not I get the 
sense that they are suggested, waiting to form themselves in the 
sidelines. 

Howden-Chapman's recent work Drain Lake Project (2010), 
exhibited in the SQUARE2 space at City Gallery Wellington, 
examines the public space of Los Angeles—Howden-Chapman's 
new home. In particular the work looks at Elysian Park, the oldest 
public park in Los Angeles. This park is a charged site; Los Angeles 
is identified as containing the least open space per capita of 
any major American city. Local artists have created the Elysian 
Park Museum of Art and use the park to stage performances, 
interventions and coordinated events. Each variously contends 
with the contingencies of art in public space and the particular 
pressures of Elysian Park as a site. 

Howden-Chapman's video Drain Lake Project (2010) documents an 
'audio picnic', a previous performance work the artist coordinated 
in Elysian Park where friends met to share a picnic next to one of 
the park's water drains, on which the artist placed a boom-box 
playing an elegantly spoken monologue. For the SQUARE2 iteration 
of this work, two monitors screened a shakily filmed video ofthe 
picnic, and speakers amplified the monologue throughout City 
Gallery's entranceway. 

Drain Lake Project is inflected with environmental concerns, a 
common thread across much of Howden-Chapman's practice.1 

The flyer for the work pointedly features signage for Elysian Park 
which advertises the park as a verdant aquatic landscape. The dry, 
concrete drain beside the picnickers speaks of another story—the 
pressing problems of water conservation and contamination, not 
only in relation to the upkeep of Elysian park itself, but equally in 
Los Angeles and its wider metropolitan area. 

These ecological concerns are astutely amplified by the artist's 
play with the rhetorical devices of language and their inherent 
contradictions. I wasn't at the picnic, and only had access to the 
filmed documentation in Wellington, but I imagine the strange, 
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disembodied voice from the boom box demanded the attention of 
the picnickers. The monologue, read by a man went like this: 

My voice was chosen because it sounds the most like a lake. 
Not a river, a lake. Not at all like a pifiata, like a lake. You could 
say it sounds like a large pond, but really that's a lake. My voice 
doesn't sound like Jack Nicholson, not in China Town, like a lake. 

It doesn't sound like the moon or anything like that, not like the 
ocean, nothing so big, but like a lake. Not stadiums, lakes. Not 
waterfalls, lakes. It doesn't sound like grass, but I suppose you 
could say it sounds something like a whole field of something 
swaying, which in its own way is something like a lake. 

In Drain Lake Project, as in much of Howden-Chapman's practice, 
there is a productive twinning of art and language. In the artist's 
work, objects, circumstances and situations are constructed by 
words, as if words are the same as people, bricks, fabric or paint. 
There is a disavowal ofthe secondary position of language as 
simply describing an actual thing in real life. Howden-Chapman 
messes up the relationship of words and their meanings and 
highlights the politics of metaphor. 

The monologue ofthe man creates a multivalent shuffling of 
metaphorical allusions. I'm thinking of these layers as something 
like this: the lake isn't here, but there is a boom box which plays 
the voice of a man whose voice sounds like a lake. His voice 

cannot physically be a lake it can only sound like one. The man 
is himself not present, but his voice is. His voice is, in turn, 
mediated by the recording and the boom box. It's a complicated 
arrangement of presence and absence. 

This is what metaphor contradictorily does: describe a thing 
by using something which is absent. The construction of a 
metaphorical lake through these components points to the lake's 
absence like a finger. It is also a reminder ofthe man's absence 
(we truly want to see this mysterious man with his watery voice), 
and a reminder ofthe failure of language to make these things 
present. This linguistic melancholy intertwines with the ecological 
concerns evident in Drain Lake Project to make the work a 
demand; a demand to make absent things available and ready— 
the contradictions of metaphor are ultimately productive here. 

Amy Howden-Chapman's Drain Lake Project was exhibited at City Gallery 
Wellington's SQUARE2 gallery from 16 January to 15 February 2011. 

1. See for example Amy Howden-Chapman's works Save the Whale/The 
Great Pacific Ocean Rubbish Patch Recreation, Wellington, 2006, and The 
Flood, My Chanting, Wellington, 200S. 

Above and facing page: Amy Howden-Chapman, Drain Lake Project, 2010, digital video, 4:23 minutes, looped, video still. 
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Forthcoming 
Exhibitions 

NSW 

YES I CAN/NO CAN DO I BEN NORRIS, GARRYTRINH, JODIE 
WHALEN and PROPHETIC INITIATIVES 
curated by TOM POLO 
18 February—14 May 
Blacktown Arts Centre 
Civic Plaza, Flushcombe Road, Blacktown 
www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au 

NO SNOW ON THE BROKEN BRIDGE I YANG FUDONG 
18 March—4 June 
Sherman Contemporary Art Foundation 
16-20 Goodhope Street, Paddington 
www.sherman-scaf.org.au 

CONSTELLATION I SEUNG YULOH, EUNHYE HWANG, KIJEONG 
SONG and SOO-JOOYOO 
19 March —30 April 
4A Centre for Contemporary Asian Art 
181-187 H a y St, Sydney 
www.4a.c0m.au 

MATTHEW HOPKINS 
23 March —16 April 
Gallery 9 
9 Darley St, Darlinghurst 
www.gallery9.c0m.au 

ZERO EXPECTATIONS I JAMES R FORD 
31 March—23 April 
Peloton 
19 8< 25 Meagher Street, Chippendale 
www.peloton.net.au 

Above: Michaela Gleave, I would bring you the stars, 2010, documentation of event: Vatnajokull, Iceland, HDV still. 
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THE REHEARSAL OF REPETITION 
ULLAVON BRANDENBURG, MARIE COOL & FABIO BALDUCCl, MEL 
O'CALLAGHAN, DORA GARCIA, FRANCK LEIBOVICI and BENOTT 
MAIRE 
curated by ANJA ISABELSCHNEIDER 
31 March —7 May 
GrantPirrie 
86 George Street, Redfern 
www.grantpirrie.com 

SNO 69 I DANIEL GOTTIN and GERDA NAISE 
2 April —1 May 
SNO Contemporary Art Projects 
Level 1,175 Marrickville Road, Marrickville 
www.sno.org.au 

DAVID GRIGGS 
7 April —30 April 
Roslyn Oxley9 Gallery 
8 Soudan Lane, Paddington 
www.roslynoxley9.com.au 

PATRICK HARTIGAN 
9 April —7 May 
Darren Knight Gallery 
840 Elizabeth Street, Waterloo 
darrenknightgallery.com 

MICHAEL DAGOSTINO & MARIAN ABBOUD 
14 April—1 May 
MOP 
2/39 Abercrombie Street, Chippendale 
www.mop.org.au 

AWFULLY WONDERFUL I PHILIP BROPHY, EUGENE CARCHESIO, 
HAINES + HINTERDING, DEBORAH KELLY, DAVID LAWREY & 
JAKI MIDDLETON, MS & MR, HAYDEN FOWLER, IAN HAIG, ADAM 
NORTON, SAM SMITH and SIMON YATES 
curated by BEC DEAN and LIZZIE MULLER 
15 April—14 May 
Performance Space 
CarriageWorks, 245 Wilson Street, Eveleigh 
www.performancespace.com.au 

FAUX HARP 1 SARAH NEWALL 
19 April —15 May 
James Dorahy Project Space 
Suite 4,1st floor, 111 Macleay Street, Potts Point 
www.jamesdorahy.com.au 

TALKING PICTURES I FITTS & HOLDERNESS, NICHOLAS MANGAN, 
LOUISE MENZIES, SEAN RAFFERTY 
curated by MELANIE OLIVER 
20 April—22 May 2011 
Artspace 
43-51 Cowper Wharf Road, Woolloomooloo 
www.artspace.org.au 

SPECTACLE OBSTACLE I GRETA ALFARO, JUSTIN BALMAIN, 
REBECCA BAUMANN, MICHAELA GLEAVE and PIAVAN GELDER. 
curated by SUPERKALEIDOSCOPE 
27 April—15 May 
Firstdraft 
116-118 Chalmers St, Surry Hills 
www.firstdraftgallery.com 

http://www.grantpirrie.com
http://www.sno.org.au
http://www.roslynoxley9.com.au
http://darrenknightgallery.com
http://www.mop.org.au
http://www.performancespace.com.au
http://www.jamesdorahy.com.au
http://www.artspace.org.au
http://www.firstdraftgallery.com


UNGUIDED TOURS: ANNE LAN DA AWARD FOR VIDEO AND 
NEW MEDIA ARTS 20M 
IAN BURNS, DAVID HAINES & JOYCE HINTERDING, JAE HOON LEE, 
RACHEL KHEDOORI, ARLO MOUNTFORD and CHARLIE SOFO 
curated byJUSTIN PATON 
5 May—10 July 
Art Gallery of NSW 
Art Gallery Rd, The Domain, Sydney 
www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au 

ACT 

BLAZE 5 I EMMA BEER, CHRIS CARMODY, TIM DWYER, DANIEL 
EDWARDS, NATALIE MATHER, SUZANNE MOSS and DANIEL 
VUKOVLJAK 
curated by ALEXANDER BOYNES and ANNIKA HARDING 
18 February—2 April 
Canberra Contemporary Art Space 
Gorman House Arts Centre, Ainslie Avenue, Braddon 
www.ccas.com.au 

WIDER THAN THE SKY I SARA FREEMAN and PETER JORDAN 
31 March—17 April 
M16 
Blaxland Centre, 21 Blaxland Crescent, Griffith 
www.m16artspace.com 

QLD 

RESURFACE I GUY L WARREN 
26 March—23 April 
19 Karen Contemporary Artspace 
19 Karen Avenue, Mermaid Beach 
www.19karen.com.au 

JOSEPH BREIKERS 
30 March—23 April 
Ryan Renshaw Gallery 
137 Warry St, Fortitude Valley 
www.ryanrenshaw.com.au 

THERE IS NO ONE. WHAT WILL TAKE CARE OF YOU? 
KURTSORENSON 
2 April—1 May 
Queensland Centre for Photography 
Corner of Cordelia and Russell Streets, South Brisbane 
www.qcp.org.au 

TREE LINE I LINDATEGG, LUCYGRIGGS, NICOLA PAGE, SASKIA 
PANDJISAKTI.TRUDlBRINCKMANandUTAKOSHINDO 
8 April —29 April 
LEVEL 
Level 1,11 Stratton Street, Newstead 
www.levelari.org 

NT 

TROIKA I ANNIE AITKEN, SARAH NEWALLand ALI NOBLE 
25 March—30 April 
24HRArt 
Vimy Lane, Parap Shopping Village, Darwin 
www.24hrart.org.au 

WA 

) ( I BENJAMIN FORSTER 
26 March—15 May 
Fremantle Arts Centre 
1 Finnerty Street, Fremantle 
www.fac.org.au 

JOSHUA WEBB 
10 April—8 May 
Galerie Dusseldorf 
9 Glyde Street, Mosman Park 
www.galeriedusseldorf.com.au 

LUCID DREAMING I NASSIMA ROTHACKER 
14 April—8 May 
Perth Centre for Photography 
91 Brisbane Street, Perth 
www.pcp.org.au 

SA 

STOP(THE)GAP/ MIND(THE)GAP: INTERNATIONAL INDIGENOUS 
ART IN MOTION I REBECCA BELMORE, DANA CLAXTON, 
ALAN MICHELSON, NOVA PAUL, LISA REIHANA and WARWICK 
THORNTON 
curated by BRENDAL. CROFT 
24 February—21 April 
Samstag Museum of Art 
55 North Terrace, Adelaide 
www.unisa.edu.au/samstagmuseum 

MARKSIEBERT 
18 March—17 April 
Greenaway Art Gallery 
39 Rundle Street, Kent Town 
www.greenaway.com.au 

TOUR DE FORCE: IN CASE OF EMERGENCY BREAK GLASS 
NICHOLAS FOLLAND, JACQUELINE GROPP, TIMOTHY HORN, DEB 
JONES, TOM MOORE, IAN MOWBRAY, TRISH ROAN and NEIL 
ROBERTS 
26 March—8 May 
JamFactory 
19 Morphett Street, Adelaide 
www.jamfactory.com.au 

SOFT REBELLION 
STUART BAILEY, CARLA CESCON, JAMES DODD, PAUL SLOAN 
5 April—6 May 
University of South Australia School of Art (SASA) Gallery 
Kaurna Building, Cnr Fenn Place and Hindley Street, Adelaide 
www.unisa.edu.au/art/sasagallery 

COLIN DUNCAN 
7 April—30 April 
Hugo Michell Gallery 
260 Portrush Road, Beulah Park 
www.hugomichellgallery.com 

Facing page: Sam Smith, Time Travel, 2009, Single channel HD video installation, mixed media. Photo: the artist. 
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http://www.pcp.org.au
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http://www.greenaway.com.au
http://www.jamfactory.com.au
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THREE RIVERS I BONITA ELY 
8 April—7 May 
Experimental Art Foundation 
The Lion Arts Centre, North Terrace (West End) Adelaide 
www.eaf.asn.au 

VIC 

MODEL PICTURES 
JAMES LYNCH, AMANDA MARBURG, ROB McHAFFIE and 
MOYAMcKENNA 
23 February—15 May 
The Ian Potter Museum of Art 
The University of Melbourne, Swanston Street, Parkville 
www.art-museum.unimelb.edu.au 

VIV MILLER 
9 March —30 April 
Neon Pare 
1/53 Bourke Street, Melbourne 
www.neonparc.com.au 

NEW111 FIONA ABICARE, REBECCA BAUMANN, TIM COSTER, 
GREATEST HITS, SHANE HASEMAN, MARK HILTON, DAN 
MOYNIHAN, BRENDAN VAN HEK, JUSTENE WILLIAMS and 
ANNIEWU 
curated by HANNAH MATHEWS 
12 March—15 May 
ACCA 
111 Sturt Street, Southbank 
www.accaonline.org.au 

IT'S NOT YOU, IT'S ME I WILL BOX, JESSICA McELHINNEY, CLARE 
RAE, DOMINIC REDFERN, CASSANDRATYTLER 
1 April—21 April 
RMIT Project Space Gallery 
Schools of Art & Creative Media 
RMIT Building 94, 23-27 Cardigan Street, Carlton 
www.rmit.edu.au/projectspace 

MATTHEW HUNT 
2 April—23 April 
DianneTanzer Gallery 
108-110 Gertrude Street, Fitzroy 
www.diannetanzergallery.net.au 

ISOLATION, INTEGRATION & ASSIMILATION IN A 
HETEROGENEOUS CITY I ELIZA NEWBOLD GREGORY 
4 —30 April 
Kings ARI 
Level 1,1/171 King Street, Melbourne 
www.kingsartistrun.com.au 

I WOULD BRING YOU THE STARS I MICHAELA GLEAVE 
12 April—7 May 
Anna Pappas Gallery 
2-4 Carlton Street, Prahran 
www.annapappasgallery.com 

PRECIPICE I JONATHAN McBURNIE 
13 April —7 May 
Blindside 
Level 7, Room 14, Nicholas Building, 37 Swanston St, Melbourne 
www.blindside.org.au 

BIANCA HESTER 
14 April—7 May 
Sarah Scout 
Level 1, la Crossley Street, Melbourne 
www.sarahscoutpresents.com 

WAY OF CALLING I DANE MITCHELL, SHELIA & NICHOLAS PYE, 
ANNE SHELTON, COLLEEN AHERN and JASON HENDRIK-HANSMA 
curated by MELISSA KEYS 
14 May—19 June 
Linden 
26 Acland Street, St Kilda 
www.lindenarts.org 

BOYS WITH GUNS I PRUDENCE MURPHY 
1 June—17 July 
Monash Gallery of Art 
860 Ferntree Gully Road, Wheelers Hill 
www.mga.org.au 

Above left: Prudence Murphy, Backyard #1, from the series Boys with Guns, 2011, archival pigment print. 
Above right: Raquel Ormella, 130 Davey Street, 2005, whiteboards, temporary and permanent texta markers. Photo: Christian Capurro. 
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TAS NEW ZEALAND 

STEREOSCOPIC I BILLY COWIE 
11 March—10 April 
Carnegie Gallery 
16 Argyle Street, Hobart 
www.hobartcity.com.au/hcc/standard/carnegie_gallery 

SPACE ANTICS I PENNY MASON, SUE HENDERSON and 
DAVID MARSDEN 
19 March—8 May 
Burnie Regional Art Gallery 
Civic Centre Precinct, Wilmot Street, Burnie 
www.burnie.net 

THE ARTS APPRECIATION SOCIETY I KARIN CHAN, ANNA COCKS, 
LAURA HINDMARSH, AMBER KOROLUK-STEPHENSON, CLAIRE 
KROUZECKYand LAURA PURCELL 
curated by RHONDA VOO 
9—30 April 
Inflight ARI 
100 Goulburn Street, Hobart 
www.inflightart.com.au 

130 DAVEY STREET & WALKING THROUGH CLEARFELLS 
RAQUEL ORMELLA 
6 May—5 June 
CAST 
27Tasma Street, North Hobart 
www.castgallery.org 

THE UN-SITED I VICTOR BEREZOVSKY, BRONWYN HOLLOWAY-
SMITH, SIMON MORRIS, RUTH THOMAS-EDMOND, MOLLY 
SAMSELL, SANDRA SCHMIDT and KATE WOODS 
29 January—25 April 
City Gallery Wellington 
Civic Square, 101 Wakefield Street, Wellington 
www.citygallery.org.nz 

RADIANT MATTER PARTl I DANE MITCHELL 
5 March—29 May 
Govett Brewster Art Gallery 
Corner of Queen and King Streets, New Plymouth 
www.govettbrewster.com 

BRUCE DANCED IF VICTORIA SANG, AND VICTORIA SANG; 
SO BRUCE DANCED I SEAN KERR 
19 March —29 May 
The Dowse Art Museum 
45 Laings Road, Lower Hutt 
www.newdowse.org.nz 

24th March - 10th April 
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Showcases the four honours graduates 
selected for the Queen Street Studio 
Residency Award. This exhibition will be 
featured during Sydney Art Month. 

Madelaine Cruise 
Daniel Hollier 
Anna John 
Jaqueline Larcombe 

WHEN: March 19 - 27,2011 

OPENING: Saturday 19 March, 2-5pm 
in conjunction with Art Month Tour 

Runway is a Sydney-based 
contemporary art magazine that 
provides a platform for early-career 
artists and writers, and promotes critical 
dialogue within the local art community. 
Many of the artists who have had a 
residency at FraserStudio Projects over 
the last three years have also appeared 
in Runway and this exhibition celebrates 
this connection. 

WHEN: July 16-24, 2011 

OPENING: Saturday 16 July, 2-5pm 

Artists who were awarded six-month 
residencies and have gone on to work on 
major projects will respond to the idea 
of THE END. How does the end of this 
building change the immediate landscape 
- what will happen next? 

Agatha Gothe-Snape 
Brown Council 
Mitch Cairns 

WHEN: November 2011 - stay tuned! 

i l l 

Current Queen Street Studio Roller Door Commission 20 
Nick Boerma 

Call for FINAL round 
of FREE studio space at the 
FraserStudio Project: 

queenstreetstudio.com/vis-arts-residency.html 

APPLICATIONS OPEN: 21 February, 2011 

APPLICATIONS CLOSE: 11 April, 2011 

NOTIFIED: 22 April, 2011 

First residency program start date: 
20 May, 2011 - 1 5 August, 2011 

Second residency program start date: 
19 August, 2011 - 1 4 November, 2011 

Emerging artist 6-month residency start dat< 
20 May, 2011 -14 November, 2011 

Studio 12 — Exhibition space: 
For further information about submitting an exhibition proposal 

queenstreetstudio.com/studiol2.html 

Media enquiries: 
julia@queenstreetstudio.com 

^ queenstreetstudio.com 

http://queenstreetstudio.com/vis-arts-residency.html
http://queenstreetstudio.com/studiol2.html
mailto:julia@queenstreetstudio.com
http://queenstreetstudio.com


samsta 
applications close 
30 June 2011 

www.unisa.edu.au/samstag 

08 8302 0865 

•ROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP $230 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE FOR WHEN THINGS GO WRONG 

CERTIFIED MEMBERSHIP $100 
JUMP THE QUEUE AT MAJOR INTERNATIONAL MUSEUMS 

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP $60 
MAKF YOUR VOICE HEARD MAKE YOUR1 

more informat/oi 
jalarts.net.au 
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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 
NSW Visual Artist International Residency Opportunity 
Darling Foundry, Montreal 

Closing Date: Thursday 12 May, 5pm 

View from Darling Foundry studio. Courtesy Mark Brown, 2010 recipient. 

Artspace in partnership with the New South Wales Government through Arts NSW and Canada Council 
for the Arts is delighted to invite applications from New South Wales visual artists for a fully funded 
three-month residency at the Darling Foundry, Montreal, Canada. 

The Darling Foundry is an alternative visual arts complex. Comprising artist workspaces, residency stu­
dios, technical workshops, gallery spaces, a restaurant and offices it provides various opportunities for 
research, creation, production, and exhibition. The successful applicant will be provided with a return 
airfare to Montreal, residential studio accommodation within the Darling Foundry, a living allowance 
and support towards production costs. The residency will take place October- December 2011. 

Applications are invited from professional visual artists resident in New South Wales and working in 
any medium. 

Application form and guidelines: www.artspace.org.au/residencyjnternational 

«M» Communities 
NSW 1 arts nsw 

ARTSPACE 
43-51 Cowper Wharf Road 
Woolloomooloo NSW 2011 
Sydney Australia 
www.artspace.org.au 

T +61 2 9356 0555 
artspaceliartspace.org.au 
Office 10am-6pm, Mon-Fri 
Gallery llam-5pm, Tues-Sun 

ARTSPACE is supported by the visual 
Arts and Craft Strategy, an initiative 
of the Australian, state and Territory 
Governments. 

Australian Government 

iLARTS AND CRAFT STRATEGY 

ARTSPACE is assisted by the New South 
Wales Government through Arts NSW 
and by the Australian Government 
through the Australia Council, its arts 
funding and advisory body. 

Communities 
NSW arts nsw 

ARTSPACE is a member of CAOs 
(Contemporary Art Organisations 
Australia) and Res Artis (International 
Association of Residential Art Centres). 

Australian Government 

http://www.artspace.org.au/residencyjnternational
http://www.artspace.org.au
http://artspaceliartspace.org.au
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